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‘SEA SLAVES’: THE HUMAN 
MISERY THAT FEEDS PETS 
AND LIVESTOCK 
Men who have fled servitude on fishing boats 
recount beatings and worse as nets are cast for the 
catch that will become pet food and livestock feed. 
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3 PRINCIPLES ANCHOR THE FRAMEWORK 

Protect human 

rights, dignity, 

and access to 

resources 

1 

Ensure equality 

and equitable 

opportunity to 

benefit 

2 

Improve food 

and livelihood 

security 

3 



HOW DOES IT WORK? 
Component 
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Tool or Rating 



HOW DOES IT WORK? Component 1.1.4: There is no child labor. Work done by children is 

legal and appropriate for their development. 

Level Zero 

Worst Practice 
Level One 

Level Two 

Legal Minimum 
Level Three 

Level Four 

Best Practice 

> Evidence of any of 

the following: 

> Hazardous child 

labor 

> Employment 

under the legal 

age 

> Children under 

16 employed on 

boats 

> Medium or high 

risk of child labor 

and 

> The fishery/farm 

has adopted a 

relevant policy 

> But does not have 

a robust 

implementation 

plan 

> No evidence of 

child labor 

> Low sectoral risk 

of child labor 

> And the 

fishery/farm has 

adopted a relevant 

policy 

> If child labor is 

found, the farm or 

fishery implements 

a child labor 

remediation policy 

that ensures the 

best interests of 

the child and that 

the child does not 

end up in a worse 

form of 

employment 

> High level of 

school attendance 

or high literacy 

rate among 

children of 

fishermen/ 

workers 

> Medium-high 

sectoral risk of 

child labor and the 

fishery/farm is 

taking measures 

to address the root 

causes 
Seafood Slavery Risk Tool 



HOW DOES IT WORK? Component 2.1.1: Workers are able to freely report any labor or human 

rights or occupational health and safety abuses 

Level Zero 

Worst Practice 
Level One 

Level Two 

Legal Minimum 
Level Three 

Level Four 

Best Practice 

> Workers are 

punished for 

reporting 

workplace 

violations of 

human or labor 

rights.  

> Workers are not 

aware of their 

rights   

> Workers have 

access to 

effective, and fair 

grievance 

procedures  

> There is no 

retaliation or 

prejudice against 

workers who 

submit grievances 

> Workers are 

trained on their 

rights  

> Grievances are 

addressed within 3 

months. 

 

> Grievance 

procedure 

includes special 

consideration for 

vulnerable 

populations 

> Mechanism to 

assist in the 

prevention and 

settlement of 

industrial disputes 

between 

employers & 
workers. 

ASC, IFFO Standards 



HOW DOES IT WORK? Component 3.2.1 Livelihood opportunities are secured or improved, 

including fair access to markets 

Level Zero 

Worst Practice 
Level One 

Level Two 

Legal Minimum 
Level Three 

Level Four 

Best Practice 

> Most of the 

workforce are 

temporary migrant 

workers and no 

consideration has 

been given to hiring 

local workers. 

 

> Harvesters do not 

have a choice of 

buyers to sell to.  

 

> A low number of 

jobs is created 

relative to dollar 

level of vessel 

investment 

> The farm sources 

inputs and 

equipment locally. 

> Harvesters are free 

to sell to whomever 

they wish without 

retribution. 

> Consideration is 

paid to hiring 

locally-resident 

workers. 

> The majority of the 

harvesting 

workforce is 

comprised of local 

residents. 

> Buyers pay 

premium prices to 

small-scale 

fishermen. 

 

> A high number of 

jobs are created 

relative to dollar 

level of vessel 

investment 

 

FT USA Standard 



DEVELOPED WITH PARTNERS 
COMMENT

REPRODUCIBILITY A call 
to shun predatory 
journals p.326

FILM Biomechanics adviser 
to Finding Dory in 
conversation p.325

PHYSICS A fond history of the 
Cavendish, a lab w ith few  
rivals p.323

POLICY Rubric for priorit izing 
action on the Sustainability 
Development Goals p.320

H
ow will the 10 billion people 
expected to be living on Earth by 
2050 obtain sufficient and nutri-

tious food? This is one of the greatest chal-
lenges humanity faces. Global food systems 
must supply enough calories and protein 
for a growing human population and pro-
vide important micronutrients such as iron, 
zinc, omega-3 fatty acids and vitamins. 

Deficiencies of micronutrients — so 
called because the body needs them only 
in tiny amounts — can increase the risks of 
perinatal and maternal mortality, growth 
retardation, child mortality, cognitive def-
icits and reduced immune function1. The 
associated burdens of disease are large. 
Forty-five per cent of mortality in children 

under five is attributable to undernutrition; 
nutritional deficiencies are responsible for 
50% of years lived with disability in chil-
dren aged four and under1.

Fish are crucial sources of micronutri-
ents, often in highly bioavailable forms. 
And fish populations are declining. Most 
previous analyses have considered only how 
people will be affected by the loss of protein 
derived from fish. We calculate that this is 
the tip of the iceberg. Combining data on 
dietary nutrition, and fish catch, we predict 
that more than 10% of the global popula-
tion could face micronutrient and fatty-acid 
deficiencies driven by fish declines over the 
coming decades, especially in the develop-
ing nations at the Equator (see ‘Troubled 

Waters’. This new view underlines the need 
for nutrition-sensitive fisheries policies.

NUTRITIONAL RISK
Presently, 17% of the global population is zinc 
deficient, with some subpopulations being 
particularly at risk1. Nearly one-fifth of preg-
nant women worldwide have iron-deficiency 
anaemia and one-third are vitamin-A defi-
cient1. We estimate that 845 million people 
(11% of the current global population) are 
poised to become deficient in one of these 
three micronutrients if current trajectories 
in fish-catch declines continue. 

Considering nutrients found only in 
foods derived from animals, such as vita-
min B12, and DHA omega-3 fatty acids 

Fall in fish catch threatens 
human health

Christopher Golden and colleagues calculate that declining numbers of marine 
fish w ill spell more malnutr it ion in many developing nations. 

Women from a traditional sea-harvesting community fishing in Mozambique.
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● Focuses on production 

● Builds on existing tools & 

standards 

● Created in collaboration 



TO SERVE PARTNERS 

● Inform standards 

● Gap analysis – need new tools or interventions? 

o e.g. Social Fishery Improvement Projects 

● Inform seafood producers & buyers 

 

● How do you think this tool could be useful to your company? 

● What other support do you need to take action on social issues? 



info@certificationandratings.org 
 

www.certificationandratings.org 


